
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s 
mystical, practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “Edify,” is the eighth sermon 
in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 

Monday:        Memorial Day
         Office Closed
Wednesday: 
       7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

A Summer at 
the Movies 

begins 
next Sunday 

with...

Guatemala Mission: Commissioning the Team
  This year’s Guatemala International Mission Trip Team is getting ready 
to embark on the third installment from AUMC! The team will depart 
on Monday, May 30th, for Villa Nueva, Guatemala, where they will be 
supporting New Life Children’s Home. This year’s team consists of Sam 
Brooks, Scott Findley, Paula Findley, Addyson Findley, Bethany Findley, 
Tara Goodloe, Greg Jaklewicz, Jaret Jaklewicz, Kevin Ripple, Jared 
Ripple, Janelle Ripple, Amber Shipman, Andrew West, Coye Woolf, 
Mark Zachary and Drew Zachary.  The team will provide support to the 
home in whatever way the Lord has planned for them at the compound. 
The photo on the left is from last year when the team painted the entire 
three-story school located on the grounds, which supports the children 
from the home as well as more than 400 children from the neighboring 
community. Not only does the team get to support the facility with their 
manual labor, but they are able to interact with the children who live at 

the home. Showing God’s love through the team’s interactions with the children and staff is the primary 
mission. Getting to love, interact and just have fun with the children is what the trip is really all about! 
Please lift the team members up in prayer during their travels. Pray that they would open their hearts to 
what God has in store for them. If you would like any additional information about the trip, please contact 
Greg Jaklewicz at jaklewiczg@reporternews.com or Kevin Ripple at kevin.ripple@att.net.



     I am exhausted in the best sort of way! On Monday, we enjoyed a graduation ceremony for 28 adorable 5 
year-olds. I pray we gave them a foundation of the love of Christ and an excitement for learning during their 
time at the  Academy. My heart is full of hope for these young people and their families.  
    Immediately following graduation, we joined the rest of the Academy families for some food, fun and 
fundraising at Spring Fling. The food was prepared and served graciously by Cathy and Reed Justus and 
Katrina Robinson. These amazing crew members served 140 meals and drinks to our families! I can’t thank 
them enough. The families enjoyed horseback riding on the Six White Horses from Hardin-Simmons 
University and a petting area provided by May Farm. (The baby goats were adorable.) Touch-a-Truck in 
the back parking lot included the Majkowskis’ amazing vehicles, a few fire trucks, an ambulance, a sheriff ’s 
vehicle (Thank you Brad Birchum.) and a tractor. Inside, families, church members and guests bid on 
an amazing selection of gift baskets. Many of the baskets contained items donated by the parents of the 
Academy. Two very generous basket donations were given by the Lamplighters Sunday School Class. A last-
minute donation of a photo booth rounded out the activities. Thank you to our Academy board members 
for jumping in to help whereever you saw a need! And, thank you to Dave Wallette for photographing the 
event! 
     In total, the two families for which we raised money will receive just over ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
each! What a huge success in my mind, and again, thank you, Aldersgate! If you would like to be a part of 
next year’s Academy activities, please check the interest box on the back of your Welcome Card. 
— Carol Rogers

Academy Ministry: Spring Fling Wrap Up



The Breath of God: Edify
1 Corinthians 14:1-5

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Ecstatic and Spontaneous vs. Collected and Deliberate?

ANOTHER Conflict at Corinth (I Corinthians 12-14)

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

The Emphasis on Edification and the Way of Love

“The Wonders of God”  (Acts 2:11) 

            If we commit ourselves to study in the expectation of inspiration, our antennae will be up.
      Our senses will be heightened, by meticulous memorization, to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
                                which will prepare us to identify God’s presence in the world.  

                                                                                                                                                        –Jack Levinson



    Summer is here! Remember that we will not meet this week because of Memorial Day, but next week we 
will have our HELLO SUMMER Pool Party from 6-8 p.m. at The Dive Spot. Please bring $5 to cover the 
pool rental and meal.
   We have some big events coming up, and here’s how to make sure you have reserved your spot!
    Mystery Ramble will take place from June 13-15. This trip is for any youth going into the 6th-8th Grades. 
The cost is $50, which includes travel, lodging and activities. This does not include meals. It would be 
advisable to bring an additional $80-$100 for the seven meals we will eat together. If you would like to 
attend, please sign up with Daniel and turn in your $50 to Daniel or KB Woods, financial officer, to secure 
your spot.
    Camp Eagle will take place July 1-4. Because of Faith Promise Contributions, we have been able to bring 
the price down from $280 per student to $140 per student! That is an incredible deal. To sign up, go to 
https://campeagle.secure.force.com/eventlink?id=0063100000bcMXNAA2 
to sign up through Camp Eagle. A link can be found on our website at 
aldersgateabilene.org on the Youth Ministry page. Payment should be given 
to Daniel or KB.
     UM ARMY will take place July 17-23. The cost for this trip is $100, and 
is for any student who has completed the 9th grade (see Daniel for details 
or any questions). Again, the price has been supplemented by Faith Promise 
contributions. To sign up, go to https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/
Indv/1909/. A link can be found on our website, as well,  and money should 
be given to Daniel or KB.
         If you have any questions about any of our trips or our summer activities, 
feel free to contact Daniel by e-mail at youth@aldersgateabilene.org or by 
phone at (325)370-5223. We are looking forward to an amazing Summer! 

Youth Ministry: Summer is Here!

Children’s Ministry: Kids’ Art Night
    The Children’s Ministry will hold our annual Kids Art 
Night on Wednesday, June 8, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. At 
this event, the kids will create an original piece of art that 
will hang in the Children’s Art Exhibit in the hallway in 
the fall. Art Night is intended to be a guided experience 
for the kids, helping them create images using multiple 
media that reflect spiritual concepts. Last year, we used 
oil pastels, water colors, tissue paper, crayons and paint 
to create beautiful trees and butterflies because God 
makes us new every day and we should let our roots 
grow deep in Christ.
     This is always a fun and well-attended event, so please 

let me know if your child will be attending so we can make sure to have enough supplies on hand. The event 
is planned for children from 3 years old through 5th Grade. I hope your child can come and explore his or 
her artistic side with us! — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Charles Dortch
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                              5.22.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $10,213.76
Received This Month-to-Date = $52,221.98
Received Year-to-Date = $312,882.23
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $20,964.80

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Judy English
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 219
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 155

Total Worship Service Attendance = 374
Sunday School = 180

David Bacon has joined Aldersgate by transfer of membership from Southwest 
Drive UMC, Abilene.



In the World:
First Recommendation, Concluded                                                     

by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

May 29: 
May 30: 
May 31: 

June 1: 
              
June 2: 
June 3: 
June 4: 
June 5: 

  Daily Readings

  As reported several weeks ago, the 
Administrative Board, Aldersgate’s governing 
body, voted on May 1 to accept the Futuring 
Team’s recommendation to adopt the mission 

statement, “Raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus,” officially. 
This first recommendation from the Futuring Team included 
clarifying statements to support and explain the mission. 
      During the past several weeks, Pastor Steve and I have used this 
back page article to cover the first two parts of the mission. On May 
8,  Pastor Steve reminded us that a disciple is a follower of Jesus and 
that this part of our mission is rooted in Jesus’ command in Matthew 
28 that his followers make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything he commanded. 
       On May 15, I shared about the spiritual practices such as such as 
prayer, Scripture reading, service and so much more that empower 
us to grow into deeply devoted disciples.
      The third of the clarifying statements centers on the “raising up” 
aspect of our mission: 

Our baptismal vows include a commitment to nurturing each other 
as we mature in our faith. We believe this commitment is critical 

for every follower of Jesus. As we share our lives with each other, our 
experiences, our spiritual gifts and our ministries become a means of 
God’s grace for the whole by raising us up to be more like Jesus and 

by inviting others to join us on the journey. Jesus was raised up from 
death, and we have been raised up with Jesus to help raise up others 

to a new and transformed life as well.    

     This phrase, “raising up” holds for us at Aldersgate two meanings. 
First, we are committed to raising each other up in the faith, just 
as parents raise a child. We seek to help each other grow in our 
knowledge and love of God and to encourage each other on the 
journey, especially on the most difficult days, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.
  “Raising up” also is resurrection language, pointing to the 
resurrection of Jesus but also to our own resurrection, now and into 
eternity. We are an Easter people, raised to new life in our following 
of Jesus. We serve a God who consistently brings what is dead to life, 
and for that, we say, Thanks be to God!          

Job 38-39, Psalm 145
Job 40-42, Psalm 146
Psalms 1-2, 147, 
Video: Psalms
Proverbs 1-3, Psalm 148,
Video: Proverbs
Proverbs 4-6, Psalm 149
Proverbs 7-9, Psalm 150
Proverbs 10-12, Psalm 1
Proverbs 13-15, Psalm 2


